I. Introduction
Bengal has a rich history of its own. It was from the very ancient time that many invaders, travellers and traders came to Bengal. Bengal was also known for its rich resources and go get it traders like Arabian Muslims, Portuguese, Dutch, English came here and tried to occupy it by diplomacy or by force and among those the English were the most important. They came Bengal in such a situation when Portuguese had already established their supremacy over Asiatic trade and the Dutch traders were eager to establish their power in Bengal trade. On the other hand as we know that Bengal was under the sway of the Mughal power who had a very strong control over Bengal. So, whoever wants to open up trade with Bengal should have proper permission of the Mughal Emperor/Subadar. However to accrue permission was not at all easy and the companies have to keep patients for that and the English east India company was not an exception. In this short paper i will try to explore this history.
The coming of the English East India Company to Bengal and their settlement over here was an important landmark in the history of Bengal and India as a whole. During the time under review Bengal means not only the present west Bengal and Bangladesh but Orissa and some parts of Bihar was also under the paradigm of Suba Bengal. It was from the early seventeenth century that we could see their constant effort to establish a direct commercial relation with Bengal centreing around Hooghly. From the 16 th century Satgaon began to decline as port due to the silting of the river Saraswati which gave rise to a new port city just few miles south of Satgaon which came to be known as Hooghly. However, the English were very ambiguous regarding the trading opportunities in Bengal as is known from the letter of Sir Thomas Roe which he wrote to the English company in 24 th November, 1615 A.D. which runs as follows, "…it is thought requisite that you seek trade in the territories of the Mogul in Bengale. I will inform myself of the finest port and procure a farman for residence of your factors…" 1 . Though it not very clear that about which port he told that but still we could simply guess that he was in his very first contact with Bengal was not in favour of the English trade with Bengal. Roe again told that, "…it will vent no commodity, neither is there any mart from Cathey or Tartary" 2 . In a letter written on 14 th Feb. 1618, Roe directly wrote to the English East India Company that "Bengala hath no ports…" 3 . However he praised the quality of cotton cloth and sugar of Bengal. Roe"s opinion about the non existence of good ports in Bengal is not over debate. Portuguese documents we could see the gradual rise of Hooghly as an important port of Bengal has already started from 1570s. Before the rise of Dutch and English power in Bengal trade it was the Portuguese who had established their stronghold over Bengal in 1500s. In the year A.D. 1628 at least one hundred Portuguese ships came to Bengal for the procurement of rice and for the selling of oil, butter, wax and some other necessary articles 4 . The English East India Company was however eager to establish their trading relationship with Pipily of Orissa but due to the scarcity of good harbour their proposal did not materialised and finally it was Robert Hog who had established an English factory at Patna after getting permission from Mubaraq Khan, the Subadar of Bihar. As Patna was famous for the production of Calico and Silk the English took the opportunity and they became involved in this trade 5 . But the English fortune in its early trading relationship with Bengal was not so . From Balasore the English used to export different products in different parts of India like, Bengal, Patna, Masulipatnam and various parts of Corromandel Coast and also South-east Asian states 10 . However the English fortune at Balasore did not stayed a long and within a year they suffered strong opposition from the Dutch traders and faced the raids of the Arakan pirates. Besides the Portuguese were not completely abolished from the scenario so they also tried to regain their lost position at Suba Bengal. On the other hand the deaths of some important English officials like Thomas Kohal in 25 th Aug, 1633 gave English a setback. As a result the English officials of Fort St. George and Orissa were in search of another option which could give them much more security than the previous and in this time they shifted their view from Balasore to Hooghly 11 . So, with this the early expansion of the English trade in Bengal over.
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